TO THE FRENCH PEOPLE
an address broadcast to france in french and english
october 21, 1940
October 10. Cherbourg is bombarded by heavy and light forces of
the Royal Navy^ causing great damage to German shipping
and stores.
October 15.   HM.S. Ajax sinks three Italian destroyers.
[October 21,1940.
F
RENCHMEN ! For more than thirty years in peace and war
I have marched with you, and I am marching still along
the same road. To-night I speak to you at your firesides wherever
you may be, or whatever your fortunes are. I repeat the prayer
around the louis £or^ "Dieu protege la France" Here at home in
England, under the fire of the Boche, we do not forget the ties and
links that unite us to France, and we are persevering steadfastly
and in good heart in the cause of European freedom and fair dealing
for the common people of all countries, for which, with you, we
drew the sword. When good people get into trouble because they
are attacked and heavily smitten by the vile and wicked, they must
be very careful not to get at loggerheads with one another. The
common enemy is always trying to bring this about, and, of course,
in bad luck a lot of things happen which play into the enemy's hands.
We must just make the best of things as they come along.
Here in London, which Herr Hitler says he will reduce to ashes,
and which his aeroplanes are now bombarding, our people are
bearing up unflinchingly. Our Air Force has more than held its
own. We are waiting for the long-promised invasion. So are the
fishes. But, of course, this for us is only the beginning. Now in
1940, in spite of occasional losses, we have, as ever, command of the
seas. In 1941 we shall have the command of the air. Remember
what that means. Herr Hitler with his tanks and other mechanical
weapons, and also by Fifth Column intrigue with traitors, has
managed to subjugate for the time being most of the finest races in
Europe, and his little Italian accomplice is trotting along hopefully

